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Physical Access

Infrastructure constraints to port landside access are characterized
by deficient bridges, freeway access ramps, railway grade cross-
ings, and railway tunnels and underpasses, as well as congested
or inadequate roadways serving marine terminals. These constraints
are not systemwide, but site-specific. They either impede the flow of
traffic at a certain point, such as a rail-highway grade crossing, or
hamper or prevent the use of equipment that was developed after the
facility was built, such as double-stack trains. Thus, the impediments
increase the time and cost of moving goods beyond the docks of port
terminals.

IMPEDIMENTS
Roadway Access
Congestion

Many of the major cities in the United States grew up around their
ports. Of the 54 ports that responded to the American Association of
Port Authorities (AAPA) survey, 22 are in metropolitan areas with
populations of 1 million or more. Traffic congestion is growing in
many of these areas. Eleven of the ports are in metropolitan areas
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